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1.  Kemp  family.  2.  Moore  family. 

3 .Stratford  family.  4.  McKinnon  family. 
5-  Lytle  family. 


William  Kemp  was  possibly  a  native  ol  ioires,  lior^y*^i:^ra * 
J£2T«*  Probably  came  to  Africa  . bout  18S6.1I.  wee  a 
skilled  stone  cutter  end  meson  end  worked  on  buildings  in 
Cloveland,  Ohio  end  St*  Louis,  Mo. 

Tie  married  Mery  Moore,  who  tradition  says  vma  born  in  Canada, 
possibly  near  Toronto,  The  place  of  marriage  is  not  known  but 
their  third  child,  Sarah  Ellen  was  born  at  Zanesville,  Ohio  on 
Sent  1  1842,  The  U.S,  Census  records  for  1840  show  heads  of 

Poor^LiU;;  residing  In  the  town  of  Zanesville  as  folloon. 


Perry  Moore 
Haney  Hoore 
Thos.  " 
Sarah  " 


tt 

tt 

w 


(-Lvidcntly  a  widow  as  only  one  female 
shovm  in  the  family,  age  60  to  70.) 


John 
Lennon 
Cornelius  " 

Robert  " 

Geo*  S* 

Ho  temps  are  listed  in  the  town  of  Zanesville.  The  compiler 
eleo  examined  the  1840  oensua  reoords  for  Zanesville  Township  and 

found  no  Moore.  or  temps,  lie  believes  there  Is  a  **r0“f ^'Jisted^ 
that  llary  Moore  was  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  Moore  families  listed 

above* 

#11  liam  temp  may  have  gone  to  Zanesville  to  work  at  his  trade 
or  he  ray  have  gone  there  to  visit  Moore* ,  whom  ha  may  have  known 

in  Scotland* 

The  temp*  moved  to  low.  City,  the  capital  of  the  Territory  of 
Iowa  about  1842.  They  made  the  journey  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers.  Mr.  Kemp  prompted  a  piece  of  farm  lend  near 
the  dam  and  within  sight  of  the  new  Capitol  building.  He  selected 
this  land  because  it  had  out  cropings  of  building  stone. 

Tradition  says  that  he  built  a  log  cabin  here  and  went  back  to 
Ohio  to  get  his  family  and  on  his  return  found  the  cabin  burned. 

Ho  intended  to  build  a  stone  house  but  his  death  a  short  time 
later  prevented  this.  He  also  acquired  some  lots  in  Iowm  City 
whioh  later  became  very  valuable.  His  daughter,  Sarah  lillen* 
hor  children  that  her  father  deeded  these  lots  to  his  sons  and 
that  on  the  death  of  these  boys  in  ohildhood,  their  estates  shou 
havo  Lone  to  her,  the  father  and  mother  having  died  and  she  being 
solo  heir*  It  is  likoly  however,  that  the  est0tes  of  »-Ju.  boys 
were  used  for  their  support  and  burial  expenses. 
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v  in  building  tho  Capitol  building  of  the  Territory 

i'x.  Kemp  assisted  in  buiiain^  *  plaood  in  tho  cornorstono. 

of  I.-wa  ot  lam  City  end  hi.  Tmme  1"  »  “ft{£  id.ini.trat  ion 

This  fin®  old  stono  etruc  uro  William  Kemp  died  August  13,  1843, 

Bulldinr  for  tho  University  of  low*,  mil*** 
this  data  being  obtained  from  the  County  Clerk. 

Wm.  Komp  and  llary  Moore  had  ohildrcm 


Alexander 


b.  before  1042,  ho  died  in  his  cldldhood.  Ho 
is  said  to  have  boen  deaf. 


Jams  a 


b.  before  1842,  died  of  Cholera  at  low*  City 
in.  childhood. 

Sarah  Ellon  b.  Sept.  118«  .t  ^Sabo  Ohio,  4.  »t 
Sioux  City, Iowa  oopt •  29,  1-17. 

Mary  hooro  Kemp  »rried  aecondly  about  lOlh  Ja.oa  Stratford.  »a 
He  «.  bo™  in  BngUnd  and  ran .tab ,r,  eUldren, 

Stratford*,  lived  on  the  Kemp  "T*  *  ’  JuL  fovor  except  E-e.tto 

all  of  whom  died  in  chlldhoo  o  g  author.  Hr*  Kemp  Stratford,  died 
youngest,  who  waa  born  about  1  •  f  Stratford  took  hi.  daughter 

^  1852.  « ter  the  death  of  his  wife.  f  several  year.. 

and  went  to  ttore  who  lave  boon  in  tho 

There  is  e  related  family  o  1820.  This  firm  did  business  over 

Konument  business  eontlnuou  y  that  they  furnished  tombstones 

a  Urge  territory  and  it  Is  a  eoineiaene  ^  ^  ^  xg48  for 

in  1322  for  Join  bytlos* g!T®  **b““ ,  the  bills  having  boen 

Robert  Lytles*  grave  at  HolildayBDurg,  * 

found  in  the  estate  papers. 

.. „„ '£.i£s  ™. 

isjss  s/s®—  ..... 

near  Norway,  north  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

For  twenty  years  or  Tto^iler^f^ily 

miles  north  of  Aurelia,  Io*V  u*  the  great  preparations  rade  for 

at  Sulphur  Springs,  Iowa  and  ho  recall  fct  years  apart.  The 

visits  to  the  ^iC  ^  ab^ut  25  miles’lnd  to  negotiate  that 

rr: 

SfSSu^f  ™^C^To“  ri.lt.  there  In  tin  fall  wore  moat  enjoyable. 

Both  Join  and  Bm»  KoKlnnon  are  buriad  at  Aurelia,  Io«.  Sin  died 
in  1911  and  he  died  in  1026.  They  had  children, 


Annie 


b.  1877,  living  /lM9  »*  Co9ur  D’Mene,  Idaho, 


« 


■ 
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Walter 
hi  11a 

Roy 


William 


b.  1879,  d.  at  Dillon,  Montana,  1345. 

Buried  at  Cocur  D'Alene* 

b.  1881,  d.  near  Omaha,  Neb* 

b.  1887,  d.  at  Coeur  D'Alene,  Idaho,  1914* 

b.  1889,  d.  at  Aurolia,  Iowa,  1911. 


Annie  McKinnon  attended  High  Sohool  at  Cherokee,  Iowa  and  State Normal 
Sohool  at  Codar  Falls,  la,  become  a  teacher  aod  ot  the  tine  of  the  dry 
farming  ruBti  to  the  West  about  1910,  she  went  to  the  State  of  Jaahington 
and  homesteaded  and  taught  school.  She  has  been  living  for  several 
years  past  in  Coeur  D'Alene,  Idaho.  In  1841  she  visited  both  the 
San  Francisco  and  Now  York  Fairs  and  called  on  friends  and  relative!  at 
many  places  Including  the  Stratfords  at  Lewistown,  Ik* 

hone  of  the  McKinnon  children  have  married  so  the  line  is  apparently 
ooming  to  an  end* 


Sarah  Ellen  Kemp  ms  less  than  a  year  old  at  the  time  of  her 

father's  death  and  about  ten  years  old  on  the  death  of  her  mother* 

Mr*  Kemp  had  boon  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Order  and  the  Mason's  vrished 
to  assist  the  widow  but  she,  for  some  reason,  being  opposed  to  Masonry 
refused  and  the  little  family  of  young  chidlren  had  a  difficult  time* 

On  the  death  of  the  mother,  a  Mr*  Andrews,  a  merchant  in  Iowa  City  igus 
appointed  guardian  for  Sarah  Bilan  and  the  one  brother  who  was  living. 
The  guardian  invested  the  funds  badly  and  lost  the  inheritance,  with 
the  exoeption  of  a  few  hundred  dollars. 

Sarah  Ellen  Kerap  did  not  make  her  home  wibh  her  stepfather  but 
stayed  at  several  places,  chiefly  with  the  Andrevra  and  Hoary  families. 
She  attended  school  ab  Io.va  City.  '  She  naturally  had  very  little 
knowledge  of  her  partnts  es  they  died  while  she  was  so  young,  but 
she  had  very  vivid  recollections  of  her  trying  experiences  as  an 
orphan.  All  her  life  she  used  many  Scotch  phrases  learned  from  her 
mother,  the  Andrew's  and  the  Henry's*  She  often  told  how  she  as  a  child 
was  sent  to  the  neighbor*  to  bring  fire  in  a  little  bucket,  there  being 
no  matches*  If  a  fire  went  out,  it  ms  customary  to  go  to  a  neighbor 
and  got  some  live  coals* 

Mr,  Kemp  was  hurried  at  Iowa  City  near  the  Ilenry  and  Andrew's  graves 
which  have  tombstones*  A  stone  was  put  on  the  Kemp  grave,  but  in  1918 
and  again  in  1923  when  Jonnio  M*  Lytle  visitod  this  spot,  she  could 
find  no  stone  but  there  were  indications  that  it  had  broken  off  and  was 
covered  over  with  sod.  It  is  believed  that  no  stones  were  over  put  up 
for  Alexander  and  James*  Ho  stone  could  bo  found  for  Iirs .Stratford 
and  it  is  k^own  that  Mr.  Stratford  did  not  die  at  Iowa  City  but  at 
Oxford,  Iowa* 

9t 

Sarah' Ellon  Kemp  was  married  to  Robert  Brice  Lytle  at  Scott, 

Johns  on  '*T»,  Iowa  on  June  9,  1857  by  the  Rev*  Alexander  Fairly. 
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Robert  Brico  Lytlo  was  born  April  7,  1334  on  the  Simoon  Payne  farm 
irflr  Utica  Ohio  d.  Aug.  28,  1911  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa.  Ho  was  raised 
on  a  fnrn  rt  Ap:  loton,  Ohio,  attended  tho  University  of  Michigan  at 
Am  Arbor,  co^noed  teaching  wi.cn  ho  was  only  10,  and  at  one  time 
taurht  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  lto  and  his  father,  John  Lytle,  and  a 
brother.  Lionel  Branson  Lytle  moved  to  Iowa  before  1859,  RoJ®^V1^le 
often  told  of  the  long  trok  from  Ohio  to  Iowa  by  ox  wagon  and  how  on 
reaching  his  dostination,  he  wont  back  for  a  Becond  load  of  household 
and  farming  equipment.  They  established  the  townsite  of  Lytle  City, 
ll!  «  ttat  tho  Hook  bind  Railroad  would  run  tt  *st 

through  the  town,  but  the  founders  wore  dissapointod,  as  the  road 
went  several  miles  to  tho  north,  and  a  number  of  years  later  the 
postoffice  was  discontinued  and  the  towns it e  is  now  farm  land.  John 
Lytle  ran  a  store  at  Lytle  City  and  here  Robert  wae  employed. 


Robert  Lytlo  and  his  brido,  Sarah  Ellon  Komp,  started  housekeeping 
at  Lvtle  City  but  later  bought  from  the  Duubauld  family  about  sixty 
acres  of  land  between  Iowa  City  and  Cedar  Rapids,  Their  house  was 
burned  horo  and  in  about  two  years  they  moved  to  Solon  where  they 
lirod  for  a  short  time.  They  then  bought  160  acres  two  and  &  half 
miles  northeast  of  Solon  and  lived  there  for  twelve  years,  moving  then 
to  Cedar  Rapids,  wtiere  they  lived  for  about  one  year. 

In  the  book  "From  Pioneer  Days  in  Solon  and  Vicinity",  by  Jossia 
Nowconb,  t,  Vie  re  Is  tho  following  reference  to  Robert  Lytle  i 


"....the  Bob  Lytle  farm  and  on  which  was  located  a  tavern 
that  was  called  by  tho  drivers  of  the  stagecoach  that  ran 
between  Iowa  City  and  Codar  Rapids  in  those  days  the  Half^ 
Vfeiy  House.  This  was  before  the  hotel  in  Solon  was  built. 


About  1877  they  moved  to  Storm  Lake,  Buena  Vista  County,  Iowa. 

This  was  a  new  section  of  -the  country  and  land  was  cheap  and  good. 

The  Illinois  Central  Railroad  wub  being  extended  from  Fort  Dodge  to 
Sioux  City.  Land  was  made  especially  cheap  on  aooount  of  a  tliroe  year 
scour  e  of  grasshoppers ,  They  started  a  atore  in  Storm  Labe  and  ran 
it  for  about  six  months;  meanwhile  they  bought  640  acres  of  railroad 
land  at  about  #10,00  por  acre  at  Sulphur  Springs,  3ix  miles  east  of 
Storm  Lake •  The  railroad  ran  through  this  land.  They  then  moved  to 
Sulphur  Springs,  erected  a  large  two  story  store  building  and  lived 
on  the  second  floor  and  had  a  General  Store  below*  The  compiler  of 
this  record  was  born  in  this  building. 

Robert  Lytlo  was  also  Station  Agent  and  Postmaster.  He  bouglrt 
rrain.  Vianlled  coal,  lumber,  eto.  He  continued  to  purchase  land^a 
until  he  had  1010  acres.  In  1883  he  built  a  fine  set  of  farm  buildings 
about  a  quarter  mile  north  of  tho  station  and  lived  there  for  many 
years.  He  was  a  great  student  snd  reader,  well  posted  on  politics,  he 
was  a  Republican,  but  never  held  public  office.  He  was  also  an  ardent 
Church  worker  and  Bible  student.  •  He  had  preserved  certain  family 


91  >li  *d  6  '  1',  i  i  ,  I 

•  l  iqaH  L14  yfr  Sim 

■ 

■ 


6 


traditions  and  amdo  occasional  trips  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio  where  he  visited 
with  his  relatives  and  aoqulred  ft  small  amount  of  family  data*  He 
requested  that  a  family  history  be  prepared  and  the  eompiler  has,  oyer 
a  long  period  of  years,  oolloeted  a  large  amount  of  data  on  the  Lytle 
and  other  rolated  families  whieh  he  hopes  to  have  published  and  preserved* 


MrB*  Lytle  was  a  life  long  ftreabyteriaji.  She  "a*  always  cheerful 
and  optimlstio,  even  in  the  most  difficult  and  trying  times,  of  whioh 
shs  saw  muoh*  She  died  some  six  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband  at 
Sioux  City  on  Sept*  29,  1917*  Both  are  buried  in  the  Grassland  Cemetary# 


Their  children! 


19S7S74 


1,  Oouveneur  John  Lytle,  b*  Mar*  16,  1860  at  Solon,  la* 

d*  Mar.  SO,  1866, 

2,  Elmer  Ellsworth  Lytle,  b*  Jen*  18,  1862,  at  Solon,  la*  ne 

а.  Margaret  811a  Porter  of  Alta,  la. 

Ha  moved  to  Winston,  Mont*  about  1890 
and  engaged  in  stock  raising#  His  wife 
is  dead  and  they  had  no  children*  Ho 
is  now  living  at  Townsfind,  Mont# 

3,  Flora  Elsie  Iytle,  bf  Oct*  26,  1863  at  Solon,  la*,  d.  Aug* 

б,  1920,  m,  John  C*  Patters on#  They 
had  three  ehildren# 


4.  JenniA-May  Lytle,  b,  Mar#  24,  1867  at  Solon,  la*.  Single, 

resides  at  1019  Hth  St.,  Sioux  City,  la. 

5#  Charles  Franklin  Lytle,  b.  Sept  11,  1869.  He  m.  Una  Elizabeth 

Klingman#  With  his  brother  Uonard,  he 
operated  the  Lytle  Construction  Co*  at 
Sioux  City,  la  and  the  surrounding  states 
for  16  years*  He  then  engaged  in 
concrete  road  building  and  built  over 
1,000  miles  of  paved  roads*  Among  his 
many  contracts  were  the  sea  wall  along 
the  Gulf  Coast,  tU  bridge  at  Bredentown, 
Fla*,  the  Harvey  Looks  at  Hew  Orleans  and 
the  Dennison,  Possum  Kingdom  and 
Sutherland  Dams#  He  was  an  Iowa  State 
Senator  and  died  May  9,  1938*  Kie  son, 
Francis  Kemp  Lytle  has  ear red  on  his 
father**  business  and  was  one  of  four 
associated  contractors  that  built  Camp 
Leonard  Wood  in  World  War  II#  The  firm 
of  Lytle  and  Green  was  the  managing 
contractor  on  ell  that  port  of  the  Alaska 
Highway  lying  in  Alaska  proper#  At  the 
present  time,  (1949)  the  C#  F*  Lytle 
»  Construction  Co#  has  large  contracts  for 

Airports  snd  other  defense  installations 
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la  Alaska*  They  also  have  under 
construction  in  association  with  other 
Contractor's,  the  Pot  Hob*  Dam  in  the 
State  of  Sllashington  and  the  Cedar  flluff 
Dam  in  the  Missouri  Hirer  Basin  Project* 

6*  John  Robert  Lytle,  h*  Sept  2,  1875  at  Solon,  la*,  d*  May 

25,  1888.  * 

7,  Leonard  Lytlo,  the  compiler  of  this  record,  was  bona  at 

8ulphur  Springs,  Iowa,  Sept*  11,  1879* 
■mff.  Mary  Agnes  UoDonald*  With  wy  brother 
Charles  F#  Lytic  oarriod  on  an  extensive 
construction  and  building  business  at 
Sioux  City  for  16  years  under  the  name  of 
The  Lytle  Construction  Co*  I  removed  to 
Detroit,  Mioh*  in  1917,  where  with  the 
assistance  of  my  sons,  I  operate  the 
Lytle  Construction  Company*  Mailing 
addresst  1107  Fernwood,  Royal  Oak,  Mioh* 

For  further  data  on  the  i$rtle  family,  the  reader  is  directed  to  the 
Lytle  Genealogy  fcy  Leonard  Lytle*  This  is  being  prepared  to  accompany 
the  Triplett,  Payne,  Heap,  Moore,  Stratford,  McKinnon  and  Lytle 
Genealogies  and  should  be  found  in  this  library  sometime  in  I960* 
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The  following  letter  wee  written  to  the  compilers  sister,  Jennie 
M*  Lytle,  Sioux  City,  Iowa  hy  David  Henryi 

1148  Broadway 
Boulder,  Colo* 

April  29,  1918 

Wise  Jennie  V*  Lytle 
Sioux  City,  la. 

Dear  Wise  Lytle, 

I  Tree  well  acquainted  with  your  mother’s  family,  Mr*  Kemp  also  Mr* 
8tratford*  They  were  our  closest  neighbors,  both  our  and  your  people 
lived  on  the  west  side  of  the  Iowa  river  about  half  way  between  the 
Turl  Mill  and  what  was  called  Company  Mill  but  new  named  Corlvill. 

We  lived  there  for  a  good  many  years,  both  families* 

I  remember  your  grandfather  Kemp  well,  he  was  a  fine  stout  looking 
Sootchraan  would  weigh  about  two  hundred  pounds*  I  think  our  family 
and  your  people  same  to  the  United  States  together*  Mr*  Kemp  and  my 
father  were  stonecutters  and  atone  masons  and  had  worked  together  in 
Cleveland,  Ohio  end  St*  Louis,  Mo*  Tour  grandfather  Trent  to  Iowa 
first  and  my  father  a  few  months  later  and  both  settled  together, 
their  land  joined*  Mr*  Kemp  died  when  I  was  about  6  or  7  years  old 
but  I  remember  him  well*  >fe  were  all  fishing  one  evening  and  he 
oaught  a  large  catfish  that  weighed  90  pounds*  The  river  had  lota 
of  all  kinds  of  fish,  the  country  was  well  stocked  with  game,  deer, 
turkey,  prairie  chicken,  geesa,  ducks  and  quail* 

I  was  not  old  enough  when  Mr*  Kemp  died  to  remember  where  he  was 
buried  and  dont  remember  of  ev^r  Boeing  his  grave  but  being  so  early 
I  dont  think  there  was  any  stone  set  up* 

My  father  died  when  I  was  ton  years  old  and  X  farmed  the  plaoe 
till  I  was  16  years  old  then  went  to  Oregon,  stayed  a  year  near 
Eugen^  then  went  to  Yreka  California  and  the  spring  of  1855  went 
home  by  water  and  while  1  was  away  I  think  your  grandmother  died  and 
after  I  had  coxae  back  your  unole  James  Kemp  died  with  the  oholera 
about  the  same  time  Mrs*  George  Andrei  died,  my  mother  waited  on  them* 
The  Kemp  family  was  James  Kemp,  Alex  and  your  mother  was  all  of  the 
first  family,  but  the  8tratford  family  I  think  was  one  child,  a  girl 
but  I  would  not  b#  sure  of  that* 

I  dont  remember  about  your  Uncle  Alex  when  nor  where  he  died*  I 
went  back  to  California  in  1859  and  was  there  for  seven  years, 
mining  in  California,  so  you  see  1  was  so  much  away  I  lost  track  of 
all  x«y  old' friends*  The  last  time  I  oame  home  from  California  was 
in  1866,  stayed  there  till  1867  then  went  to  Trinidad,  Colo*  and 
have  been  looated  here  ever  since*  I  came  here  to  Boulder  the  14th 


,11' t  ij.  " 


I  ■  '<  ri>*  r'-it  'tjji  vrv 


1**  **©*  M 

. 


lo  w*  *f  toft  -or  1  iv4 


%  &S*L  *ew*  c  «  *»  \ 


8 


of  this  aonth  and  your  letter  followed  me  hero*  1  will  stay  for 
'  several  Boothe*  1  stop  hero  with  ay  oldest  daughter*  Mrs*  Mason*  1 
have  4  ohildrea,  Lott*,  Mary,  kmy  and  Carl  D*  lloory,  ay  youngest  oho  - 
is  in  the  an iy  now*  Lrs*  Henry  died  9  years  ago  also  my  sister  a  few 
months  after*  Both  are  buried  at  Trinidad,  Colorado* 

1  was  rory  sorry  to  hear  of  your  mother*  doath*  I  remember  when 
s ho  had  a  bad  toothache  and  I  got  her  to  smoke  my  pipe  to  oure  it  and 
it  did  stop  it,  the  tobacco  made  her  very  sick*  I  was  in  Iowa  City, 
November  10th,  1917  for  several  days  and  looked  for  my  parents  graves 
but  failed  to  find  them  and  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  found  them*  I  am 
pretty  sure  your  people  are  buried  olose  to  them  as  all  old  6ettlere 
was  buried  in  one  locality* 

I  am  a  well  preserved  young  man  only  81  years  old  and  Itavent  been 
siek  so  I  had  to  go  to  bed  for  60  years*  I  am  sorry  we  did  not  happen 
there  at  the  same  time  and  talked  everything  over* 

You  ean  write  ms  any  time  you  feel  like,  direct  to  Boulder,  Colo* 
114*  Broadway  or  to  Trinidad,  Colo*  419  West  1st  St* 

I  will  now  olose*  With  best  wishes  from  David  Henry,  and  hope  to 
hear  from  you  at  any  time, 

David  Henry 


In  a  letter  to  the  compiler,  dated  Oct*  26,  1920,  Mr*  Henry  said; 

father  and  lir*  Kemp  came  to  the  United  States  together  and 
about  tvro  years  later  settled  in  Iowa,  one  mile  from  Iowa  City*  They 
both  worked  on  the  old  Capitol,  now  a  part  of  the  State  University* 
They  were  both  stone  suiters*  Uy  father  and  mother  both  lived  in 
Forres,  Morayshire,  Scotland  but  I  don't  know  whether  Mr*  Kemp  did  or 
not,  but  very  likely  he  did*  I  have  no  old  rooords  or  letters •" 

Annie  McKinnon  wrote  the  compiler  April  12,  1949t 

"Ur*  Kemp  carved  the  steps  of  the  Capitol  Building*  They  have  been 
removed  and  are  now  in  the  University  Museum  at  Iowa  City**' 

In  an  old  letter  writen  to  the  ocmpiler  by  his  Mother,  she  uade  the 
following  statements t 

"The  Bill  to  nake  the  old  Capitol  fireproof  will  pesa  •••  ecrao  of 
the  stone  was  taken  from  the  quarry  on  my  fathers  land  fend  he  helped 
build  it  and  his  name  was  placed  in  the  cornerstone*  That  was  your 
Grandfather  Kemp*  I  used  to  think  I  most  owned  it*  Our  land  ease  to 
the  oomerstona  of  the  city*" 


;.  ..,.  »•.  -..  ■  *  tM*cA  a*  .  i  i  »*  '  »  • 

■ 

■ 
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Copies  of  this  first  draft  xt  of  the  record  of  these  families 
will  be  plsoed  in  the  Publie  Libraries  of  Zanesville,  Ohioj  Solon, 
Iona  aod  the  State  Historical  Society,  Iona  City,  Iowa* 


As  soon  as  the  material  can  be  printed,  copies  will  be  pissed 
in  all  State  Libraries  and  many  other  Libraries  and  Historical 
Sooieties  throughout  the  United  8tates,  Canada,  England,  Scotland 
and  Ireland* 

.  .1  , 


Leonard  Lytle 


Hailing  address i 


1107  FarnWood 
Royal  Oak,  Miohigan 


THE  RECORDS  OF  THE  KEMP  FAMILY  IN  JOHNSON  COUNTY  IOWA 
AS  ABSTRACTED  AT  THE  IOWA  CITY  COURT  HOUSE  JUNE  IIIIX  1951 

BY  LEONARD  LYTLE 


iffadavit*  8111,111  b°0k  Ubeled  *0rl«illal  Deedg*  there  ia  the  following 

"State  Land  Office  xxx  do  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing 
ia  a  true  and  correct  abstract  of  deeds  of  all  the  lots 
deeded  by  the  Territory  or  State  in  the  Original  Town  Plat 
of  Iowa  City  as  shown  by  the  records  now  on  file  in  this  office 
Dated  1860  and  signed  by  A. B.Miller .Register . " 


Listed  in  this  book  is  the  following.-— 

Out  Lot  £6 - Heirs  of  William  Kemp-Mch  27-1848 


l  Apparently  some  question  arose  as  to  the  validity  of  the  title  to  this 
land  as  in  Book  103-page  4  is  recorded  the  following. 


4 


0- 


a 


*  •>] 


mu/,  H0ir«  of  William  Kemp, filed  fo^^flcprd  April  3,1908. 

resolution  of  the  GeneraJ_A§gambly  approved  Jan. 
25,1848  the  Governor  is  authorized  and  directed  to  execute  to  the 
heirs  of  William  Kemp, deceased  a  deed  for  out  lot  No  26  as 
designated  on  the  recorded  plat  of  Iowa  City." 


v  K  i 

fM  ■ 

rm 


I  wa s^  unable  to  find  the  deed  from  the  Governor  to  the  heirs. 

-i -JXo-  -/"-c--  . 

At  the  Clerks  Offioe  the  estate  of  Wnfatemp  is  indexed  as  follow 


<  '**,  ha 

^ook  1  page  331  Record  of  the  Estate  of  Wm  Kemp,  "It  having  been  satis- 


Wm  Kemp  executor  or  administrator  Mary  J.^emp-Jan  18,1844 
Book  l,page  331-General  Entries, ^ook  l,page  421 


1 


factorily  proven  to  this  court  that  Wm.Kemp  died  intestate  on  or 
about  the  13th  of  Aug  1843  the  Court  on  application  of  Mary  Jane 
hemp l widow  of  said  deceased)  of  County  of  Johnson  has  appointed 
her  administrator  of  the  Estate  of  said  Wm  Smp.Jane  Kemp, widow, 
i  appointed  adm,Jan  18,1844.Ceorge  Andrews  was  security  on  her  $300 

bond.  Bond  was  signed  —Mary  Jane  Kemp  by  her  mark  and  by  Ce0rge  Andrews 

??  v8  J?ark*  by  K.L.  It  looks  as  though  they  might  have  signed  in 

the  book  as  the  signatures  are  in  a  diferent  hand. 

Inventory. 

i  1  2  log  chains,!  saddle,  1  bridle ,4  augurs,!  plane, 1  saw, 

2  guns,!  pair  of  pistols, one  lot  of  stppe  cutters  toela* 

1  clock, 1  watch, 1  lot  in  Iowa  City  No  --,1  set  of  horse 
harness. 

Sale. 

1  shot  gun  David  Henry  $4  also  1  saddle  $<.50 
F .M. Irish  bought  some  things.  *‘otal  sale  $38.36 
Appraisal  by  George  Andrews, *72. 00,  also  $46  in  Iowa  Script. 

,  understand  that  hlc£k  Nq.,26 ..on  the  Plan  of  Iowa  City 
was  purchased  by  William  hemp  and  paid  fo£  in  work  to  tht 
amount  pf  $150  but  there  has  no  deed  been  received  for 
said  lot  nor  can  we  obtain  the  Territorial  Agents 
Certificate.for  the  payment, we  therefore  feel  some  doubt 
as  to  our  duty  to  place  it  in  the  list. 

Signed  George  Andrews 

John  llorner  and  A.J.iieeann 


t 


UK9IIOl  «U  -  «•!»  '•**»«  XMiillC*  *-'*i*t  ***  i£fc*  * 
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I>avid  Henry  received  $2.93  for  an  account  owing  him. 


0n  the _ _ day  of  -  —  184— -Mary  Jane  Kemp  .Administrator 

.ntermarried  with  one  - -—  Stratford  and  having  intermarried  her 

Jiah  to  this  court  to  have  George  Andrews  appointed  A^ini  strut  or  in 
ler  place  and  atead  xxxxxxx.The  court  xxxxx  James  Stratford  married  the 
administrator  Jan  1,1346-not  having  finished  her  administration  of  the 
►state. The  court  appointed  George  Andrews  in  her  place. Andrews  bond  was 

1600.00 


Guardianship  of  Kemp  Children 


Book  5  page  194.  Aug  27  1853  Gaorge  Andrews  appointed  guardian 
►f  James  and  Helem  Kemp --mi nor  children  of  Wm.^emp.  Bond  4600.00 


Book  5- page  521,  George  Andrews  Guardian, versus  Garah  Helen  Kemp 

lept  7, 1857, Attorney  *m. - Clarke. Sarah  Helen  Aamp  also  appeared  by  J.B. 

Liwards  Guardian  Ad  Litem  appointed  for  her  by  the  court  on  motion  of 
Attorney. Petition  to  sell  certain  real  estate, Aug  2b, 1857. Property 
^productive  and  is  being  exposed  to  waste.  Being  Ko^  26  in  Iowa  ^ity. 
Court  approved  private  sal®  at  highest  price  obtainable .Court  appointed 
GeoTMcCullough, John  Clark  and  Geo .3. Hampton, appraisers.  —Court 
ordered  Andrews  to  post  bond  for  $2000.00 


6-615  Aug  4,1857.  Petition. tP  sell  certain  real  estate.  J^t  26 
Iowa  City-- -hearing  set  on  Sept  7,1857# 


3-29,  Sarah  Hele#  Kemp--— -,Peb  22,1858--report  of  sale. 

Lat  sold  aj,  tl£Q£«00  to  Samuel  Aahcraft  on  promissory  not> 
Payable  one  thirdb^on  June  27,1858 
one  third  on  June  28,1859 
one  third  on  June  27,1860 


3-258  Ellen  Lytle, formerly  Ellen  Kemp  veraua  George  Andrews,  ^ 
ruardian.  Citation  issued  to  John  Wilson, Sheriff  requiring  George 
Indrews  to  make  an  accounting  on  Aug, 21 , i860 


3-265,  Andrews  asks  further  time  to  reportuand  plantiff  came  notr 
(  Ellen  Lytle  did  not  appear)  Court  gave  time  and  Andrews  ordered  to 
appear  March  2,1861. 


3-309,  March  4,1862.  Court  set  new  date-  April  next 


3-320  All  parties  failed  to  appear  on  April  2, 1861. Case  continued 
May  6th  next. 


3-327,  Helen  M  Kemp,  versus  C©o .Andrews, Guardian.  April  30,  1862* 
lien  M, Lytle  by  attornoy-askGd  for  summons—  hearing  set  Luy  2,1861, 
>rder  to  sueriff. 


3-336, "Plantiff  came  not  but  heron  makes  default",  thereon  by  motioi 
defendant  (Andrews)  this  cause  is  dismissed, and  the  costs  taxud  to 
lien  M,Ly tie, 46. 85. (costs  are  listed  out) 


■ 

:«i-  l«ii 
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3-581,  Helen  N. Lytle  Versus  G3o.J£ndrewa.Citaticn  issued  requiring 

Lrews  to  appear  May 

3-589*  Geo .Andrews, former  guardian  of  Helen  H. Kemp, Hearing  held 
>ril  16, 18G3, service  accepted  by  Andrews  on  oame  day.  and  the  partioa 
tiling  to  appear  caae .continued  to  lBt  Monday  June  next. 

■  (  3-611*  June  l,lQ63.G©o.  Andrewa  appeared* " but  iPlaritiffa  came  not 

it' herein  makes  default, --upon  motion  of  defendant •  this  cause  is 
Lemisaed  and  costa  taxed  to  the  plantiff st--$3  judgement  issued  against 
laid  Helen  n.Ly tie. 


:> 


,  The  above  completes  the  records  found  by  Leonard  -^yfle  regarding 

the  Estate  0f  William  Hemp  and  the  Guardianship  of  hia  children#  Aiie 
proceedings  of  the  court  sessions  are  very  sketeny  and  brief •There 
lure  probably  dozens  of  papers  filed  in  the  cases  but  noiaae  of  the  clerks 
in  the  Clerks  office  seemed  to  know  how  to  find  them. The  walls  of  the  vault 
*•  lined  with  steel  filing  document  files  and  these  probably  contain  the 
original  documents  filed  with  the  court* 

Lytle  family  tradition  has  it  that  the  court  house  at  Iowa  City 
rned  at  an  early  date.  1’he  various  officials  denied  this  and  the 
leords  show  no  break  in  continuity.  The  caretaker  of  the  cemetery  said 
it  the  City  Hall  had  burned  at  an  early  date  destroying  the  records 
fef  the  first  cemetery.  Chas.^.Earrott  the  above  mentioned  caretaker  is  in 
Sparge  of  the  Oakland  Cemetery  and  with  hie  assistance  v;e  found  the 
Wnry  and  Andrews  graves.They  are  on  Out  B0ta  83, Block  3  and  are  in  the 
«treme  south  end  of  the  cemetery  on  Church  ^treet  in  what  is  called  the 
[fOld  Part".  There  was  some  thought  that  the  hemp  graves  might  be  close 
the  Henrys  and  Andrews  but  we  could  find  none .Lot  78  which  adjoins 
it  h0t  83  has  no  stones  on  it  and  might  be  tne  Hemp  lot. 


Sarah  ^llen  hemp  was  born 
.lather  William  Kemp  had  come  to 
f>0  Ohio  bring  his  family. 


in  Zanesville, Ohio  3ept  1,184k.  Her 
Iowa  City  before  this  and  then  returned 


William  hemp  had  two  other  children, 

Alexander  born  before  1842  it  is  thought  and  lie  died  in 
his  childhood.  The  fact  that  he  is  not  mentioned  in  the 
guardianship  proceedings  Book  5, page  194  onAug  27,1853 
indicates  he  was  then  dead. 


James  born  before  1842, died  of  cholera  at  Iowa  City  in 
childhood.  As  his  name  is  mentioned  in  the  first 
guardianship  proceedings  or*  Aug  27th, 1853  he  was  living 
at  that  time,  Note  that  his  name  does  not  again  appear 
in  later  court  records  so  he  must  have  died  shortly  after 
1853. 

Note  the  various  suqcaxxiirit  names  given  Sarah  Lpien  hemp  in  the  court 
Accords, 

It  is  possible  that  some  civil  suits  arose  over  the  uisposition 
\t  Out  Lot  #26  and  the  funds  from  the  sale.  It  is  likely  also  that  there 
/as  a  suit  to  clear  title  to  this  property. 

William  hQmpg  wife, Mary  moore,married  secondly  uamea  ^tratfprd  in^!84t 


- 
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